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Frequently Asked Questions 

General Questions
Why does the government have to consider closing schools at all?
The Government is aiming to create a high quality, sustainable education system for all Tasmanian children. 
Unfortunately, the reality is that Tasmania has a shrinking school population as well as an ageing population and we need a system that is as equitable, efficient and sustainable as possible.
The State Government has to make urgent savings in all areas. The Department of Education is determined to save funds in ways that will have the minimum negative impact on students’ education.
It is very expensive to continue to run a large number of very small and/or under utilised schools so closing some schools and amalgamating some others will result in significant cost savings for the Department. These funds can both assist the state to balance its overall budget and, over time, be redirected back into education to improve learning for all students around the state.
Why has a school been identified for possible closure?

The process of identifying schools for possible closure has been developed by applying internationally recognised criteria such enrolment, occupancy rate, distance to nearby schools and educational provision. Each school has also been considered on a case by case basis to help ensure fairness.
If a school is identified for possible closure by the Government does that mean there’s nothing that can be done about it?

No. There will be an opportunity for all parents and community members to provide feedback to their relevant school association. The Minister will then consider this advice and make a final decision about each school.
Has the school been identified for possible closure because it’s too small?

Not necessarily, though school size has been one of the factors considered.
Has the school been identified for possible closure because it’s underperforming?

No school has been considered for closure because of school improvement data.
What criteria were used to identify schools for possible closure?

The criteria for assessing schools for possible closure have been based on internationally recognised research. They include: 
· Full time enrolment

· Access to nearby schools

· Availability of appropriate teaching and learning spaces in nearby schools

· Capacity of the school to provide an educational service

· Financial considerations.
If it’s decided that a school will close when will this happen?
In most cases, if a decision is made, following consultation, the school will close at the end of the 2011 school year. In all cases, schools will only close permanently when all appropriate arrangements have been put in place to ensure that students and staff will be fully accommodated in their new school environment. 
They tried to close one of these schools a few years ago, why should we believe the government this time? 
Financial constraints across the whole of government indicate that some schools must be closed and others must be amalgamated, to achieve a more sustainable system. Consultation will occur with each school community before any final decision is made.
Why are we just finding out about it now? Why hasn’t there been much consultation about this so far? 

Confidentiality has been maintained until now because of the need for Cabinet and Treasury to undertake budget planning and develop proposals without excessive community concern. Now that the proposal has been released, the Department actively encourages consultation and debate in order to make the best possible changes for the benefit of the whole education system.
Do the schools that would potentially receive students have enough space to accommodate their new students and staff?

In most cases, schools have enough space to welcome new students and staff. Where schools report that more space will be required, the school will work with the Department to ensure that enough classrooms and other spaces are made available and ready well ahead of the beginning of the new school year/term as appropriate.
My school just had some brand new buildings built. Why is the Department now identifying it for closure? 

In the event of a school closing, the Department will work closely with local communities to consider ways that those new, generally Australian Government-funded facilities may continue to be used. All proceeds from school sites able to be sold will be reinvested into schools, pending discussions with the Department of Treasury and Finance.
We already see closed or empty old schools that have gradually become eyesores – vandalised, covered in graffiti and sitting unused. What is the Government planning to do to prevent this from happening this time round?

Where schools do close the Department will work closely with other government departments, the school, and community representatives to help ensure that buildings are quickly sold, reutilised or at least provided with a basic level of care and security until they can be put to good use. 
What is the timeframe for selling school buildings?
The Department is determined to see former school buildings quickly re-used or sold and appropriate tender processes will be implemented as soon as practicable.
Colleges and post year 10 options seem to have been left off this process altogether. Is this deliberate?

No, they have been considered in this process.
How can I have my say/find out more?
Talk to your school principal, school association, Learning Service, visit the Department’s website at www.education.tas.gov.au/renewal, or the intranet site at https://staff.education.tas.gov.au/renewal 
Where can I find out more information and data about our schools?

The following are two recognised and respected websites:

www.myschool.edu.au 

www.education.tas.gov.au/dept/reports/tasmanias-education-performance-report
For Principals
My school is in a number of National Partnerships. If my school is closed what happens to those?

The National Partnership funds and associated activity in particular schools is designed to support particular groups of students. 
As a result, the Department will work closely with the Commonwealth Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations and each affected school to ensure that the National Partnership funds for a closed or amalgamated school move to the new school arrangement, supporting the students as per the original contractual agreement.  No students or staff will be disadvantaged by this arrangement.
Where can I find support materials to help me work through this process?
A guide for principals has been developed to support you. This is available at: https://staff.education.tas.gov.au/renewal
For Parents
If my child’s school closes when will I know which school my child can go to?

In all cases, schools have only been identified for possible closure where there is at least one other available nearby school. If your school does close you will be able to send your child to a school of your choice, subject to appropriate transport and available places at your chosen school.
Do I get a say in which school my child moves to?

Yes. In most cases you will have a choice. 
What does it mean for school associations?
In the short-term, the school association of a school nominated for possible closure will conduct the consultation process with their members and the Minister. In the longer term, (if it is decided that a school will close), the Department will work closely with all school associations to help ensure that parents continue to have a voice in their new school.
If my school closes I will have to travel further to go to my local school. Why hasn’t this been taken into account?
The average travelling time (by bus) to a new school has been taken into account.
“It is recommended that no primary student should travel more than a maximum of 60 minutes and a recommended maximum of 30 minutes each way in a day and no secondary student more than 100 minutes per day (50 minutes each way). If your child needs to travel further than this, or you are concerned for other reasons about travel to school, you should contact your Learning Services. 
Can my child still catch the bus? Will it cost more?
Where a school closes the Department will work closely with the Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources to support student’s access to their new school via a convenient bus route.
My child goes to after school care at their current school – what will happen if their school closes?
Your child will still have access to after school care at their new school. 
If my school closes I’ll have to buy a new uniform. Will the Government help cover the cost?

Yes. Funding has been set aside to assist parents with the cost of new uniforms if their child’s school closes. 
For Students
If my school closes will I get to stay with my friends/classmates?
This will depend on where your friends’ parents decide to send their children. 
Will I have the same teacher/s?
In some cases you may, but this can’t be guaranteed.

I play after-school sport with my school what will happen if it closes?
You should still have the opportunity to play after school sport at your new school.  You may have more options available to you, particularly with regard to team sports.
I am on the school council at my school. If my school closes will I have any leadership opportunities at my new school? 

Your principal will consider how to enable school leaders from their closing school to have a role in the new school. Talk with your school principal about this. 
For the Community
The school is one of the few things left in our town. If our school closes will this mean that the town will disappear now as well?

There is little evidence to support this. School closures are usually more of an effect than a cause of local population decline. 
Has my local council been consulted?

The Department will consult with all affected local councils once final decisions have been made.

